SPEECH AT VANIVILAS  SCHOOL,  MYSORE

If this institution presents India with some heroines, some
genuine workers, who will not be lost to the society but who
will dedicate themselves to its service, I should be delighted.
If after receiving this costly education you give me the slip and
straightway marry away and disappear from the horizon, you
will have deceived the country. Not that you may not marry.
But whether you are married or unmarried, don't be slaves,
but do what the country demands of you. You should be the
incarnation of mercy and bravery, and go about in the world
with the sure shield of purity ever protecting you, ever above
temptation and without fear.

Young India, 11-8-1927
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STUDENTS  AND THE  GITA
The other day, in course of a conversation, a missionary
friend asked me, if India was really a spiritually advanced
country, why it was that he found only a few students having
any knowledge of their own religion, even of the Bhagavadgita.
In support of the statement, the friend who is himself an edu-
cationist told me, that he had made it a point to ask the stu-
dents he met whether they had any knowledge of their religion
or of the Bhagavadgita. A vast majority of them were found to
be innocent of any such knowledge.
I do not propose to take up at the present moment the in-
ference, that because certain students had no knowledge of their
own religion, India was not a spiritually advanced country,
beyond saying that the ignorance on the part of the students
of religious books did not necessarily mean absence of all reli-
gious life or want of spirituality among the people to which
the students belonged. But there is no doubt, that the vast
majority of students who pass through the Government edu-
cational institutions are devoid of any religious instruction. The
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